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OPPORTUNITY SITES OVERVIEW

The 2016 GR Forward plan identified fifteen 
‘Opportunity Sites’ for improvements and new 
programming along the river’s edge. Following the 
completion of the GR Forward planning process, and 
in collaboration with Grand Rapids Whitewater and 
the ongoing Grand River restoration efforts, the City 
of Grand Rapids selected six of these sites for further 
design study. These sites were selected based on their 
location within the Grand River restoration construction 
area and anticipated role in future in-river and trails 
circulation.

The plans included in the following pages were driven 
by community and stakeholder feedback, coordination 
with the Grand River restoration engineering team and 
the City of Grand Rapids, Downtown Grand Rapids, 
Inc. and Grand Rapids Public Museum staff.

This document, the Schematic Designs for Six 
Opportunity Sites, was completed alongside the 
parallel Grand River Corridor Design Guidelines and 
Strategic Asset Management Plan (SAMP) efforts. This 
document is intended to be used in conjunction with 
these documents and the schematic designs represent 
steps towards the first implementation of the larger 
corridor-wide design vision that is detailed in the 
Grand River Corridor Design Guidelines document 
and incorporated into the City’s financial planning and 
budgeting through the Strategic Asset Management 
Planning process.
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OPPORTUNITY SITES

1 Leonard to Ann Street Trail Connection

2 Decommissioned Water Department 
Storage Yard Site

3 Coldbrook Decommissioned Water Pump 
Station Site

4 North Monroe Redevelopment Site

5 Fish Ladder Park

6 Grand Rapids Public Museum

See the following pages in this section for detailed 
descriptions of the schematic design plan for each 
opportunity site.

1
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3
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6
Figure 1 - Grand River Corridor Opportunity Sites Key Plan
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LEONARD TO ANN STREET
TRAIL CONNECTION

1

The Leonard to Ann Trail Connection provides a critical 
missing link in the larger regional trail network along 
the Grand River Corridor.  The River Trail will be a 
minimum 10’ concrete trail per the Design Guidelines 
(SEC 2.1). Other design improvements include:

1. A public/private river-oriented plaza, based on 
coordination with private development. 

2. River Trail extension to Ann Street.

3. Cantilevered or elevated trail connection under 
the railroad bridge creates a new crossing above 
the high water flows.  

4. Neighborhood connections link communities 
along  North Monroe Avenue at Caledonia Street 
to the river, the proposed plaza, and play area. 

5. River Trail extension through the center of the 
Water Storage Yard site provides continuous ADA 
trail accessibility while maintaining an elevation 
above the 100-year flood event. 

6. Planned improvements at Decommissioned 
Water Department Storage Yard site are detailed 
in the following pages. 

7. Lower boardwalk trail provides access along the 
water’s edge while protecting sensitive habitat 
areas.  

8. Stepped connections provide access from the 
regional trail to the lower trail between Leonard 
Street and the Water Storage Yard Site. 

9. Low water trail connection to the existing ramp 
at the Coldbrook Demonstration Site provides a 
seasonal, separated crossing below Leonard Street.

10. Mid-block crossing at Leonard Street provide a 
trail connection during high water.

N
 M

O
N

R
O

E 
A

V
E8

7

8

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

9

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

W
AT

ER
 D

EP
A

RT
M

EN
T

 S
T

O
RA

G
E 

YA
RD

 S
IT

E
on

 fo
llo

wi
ng

 p
ag

e

DALE ST.

TRAVIS ST.

PALMER ST.

LEONARD ST

FRANK ST

ANN ST

CALEDONIA ST
RI

VE
R 

TR
AI

L
RI

VE
R 

TR
AI

L



5FINAL DRAFT 11.2018 OPPORTUNITY SITES - SCHEMATIC DESIGN

The following images illustrate the design and program intent for the Leonard to Ann Street Trail section.

61 7Public/private river-oriented plaza New programs and park improvements 
(See Water Department Storage Site Plan)

Lower boardwalk trail

Mid-block crossingLow water trail 109



OPPORTUNITY SITES - SCHEMATIC DESIGN6 FINAL DRAFT 11.2018

DECOMMISSIONED WATER DEPARTMENT STORAGE YARD SITE2

This site will be decommissioned as a storage yard for 
the City of Grand Rapids Water Department and is 
re-envisioned as a riverfront park. When the rapids are 
restored and an adjustable hydraulic structure is added, 
boat passage and river access will dramatically transform 
this site into a regional activity hub. Design plans call for:

1. An elevated canopy trail to connect pedestrians to 
the forested canopy and protect habitat areas. 

2. Protected ceremonial fire rings for Anishinaabe 
and Great River Bands of Ottawa Indian use.
Public-use outdoor fire pits Activate the plaza in 
the winter

3. A winter lodge for year-round educational and 
cultural events.

4. A repurposed water storage tank provides a 
unique space for large events and daily use.

5. A log-jam inspired nature playground ensures this 
park will provide on-land destination recreation for 
users of all ages.

6. A dedicated drop-off area can accommodate 
large group access and circulating river traffic.

7. The mid-level terrace provides a flexible, multi-
use lawn area closer to the water. 

8. River terraces provide additional access to the 
water’s edge for anglers, tubers, and waders. 

9. Small gathering overlooks allow friends, family and 
fans to watch boaters from the river’s edge.
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4

5 98

The following images illustrate the design and program intent for the Decommissioned Water Department Storage Yard site.

1 Canopy trail

Log jam inspired playground Small gathering overlookRiver terraces

Repurposed water tank2b Public-use outdoor fire pits
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COLDBROOK DECOMMISSIONED WATER PUMPING 
STATION SITE

3

This site is unique because Coldbrook Creek historically 
outfalled to the Grand River at this location, but was 
buried in a pipe as part of industrial development.  This 
is an opportunity to divert a portion of the creek into 
a low-flow channel and open up the outfall for natural, 
visible stormwater treatment. Following the Grand 
River restoration, this site will be a critical hub for river 
access. 

1. The mid-block crossing and low-trail connection 
links this site to the larger River Trail network.

2. Stepped river access connects to the trail and can 
potentially be used for commercial boat launches 
and fishing access.

3. Existing overlook will remain. 

4. Diversion and surfacing of a portion of 
Coldbrook Creek demonstrates the channel’s 
historic alignment.
Water quality treatment area at the outfall treats 
stormwater before it enters the Grand River.

5. A reinforced earth green wall softens the 
corridor.

6. A sculptural play area connects learning and play.

7. A repurposed water department building is 
planned for public use, and may include relocation 
of the Parks and Recreation offices, recreation 
fitness classes, and river-centric event spaces.

8. Flexible plaza spaces adjacent to the building 
provide areas for outdoor learning and events.  
Cultural activities, such as canoe building with the 
Anishinaabe and programmed outdoor recreation 
activitiesshould be pursued here.

9. Mixed use redevelopment is anticipated at the 
corner of Leonard Street and North Monroe 
Avenue with plazas oriented towards the river.  

10. A large multipurpose lawn provides flexible space 
with an option for future bus drop off and trailers 
transporting tubers and kayakers to the site. 

11. ADA and small parking lot is located onsite.

12. An emergency boat-access ramp, placed in 
coordination with the ongoing Grand River 
restoration planning.

13. Proposed overlook complements existing design.
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The following images illustrate the design and program intent for the Coldbrook Decommissioned Water Pump Station site

1

6

2

5

       Diversion and surfacing of a portion of 
       Coldbrook Creek

Sculptural play elementsReinforced earth / green wall

Mid-block crossing and low-water trail 
connection

Existing overlook

Proposed overlook 
4a

13
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NORTH MONROE REDEVELOPMENT SITE4

The North Monroe opportunity site faces noise from 
nearby I-196, but conversations with the community 
yielded creative park uses to parallel the rapids. 

1. River landing provides safe river access and a 
public boat launch space.

2. An ADA accessible ramp provides river recreation 
opportunities to the entire community south of the 
viewing steps. 

3. A daylighted stormwater outfall and stormwater 
marsh provide resilient, natural stormwater 
treatment and re-establish a healthy river edge. 

4. Stepped seating terraces at the rapids edge 
provide an expanded, resilient rapids viewing area.

5. A shaded seating edge  expands spectator access, 
even during high water events. 

6. An event pavilion accomodates concessions, 
restrooms and services to support recreation.

7. An event lawn is sized for markets, concerts and a 
number of other uses.

8. A community plaza along Monroe Avenue 
connects the community to the river’s edge.

9. Stormwater terraces treat onsite runoff and 
provide ecological interest and support habitat 
restoration. 

10. A flexible mid-level terrace can host seasonal 
events and recreation.

11. A skate park activates the area beneath I-196.

12. Primary boating/tubing takeout at the bottom of 
the restored rapids.
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The following images illustrate the design and program intent for the North Monroe Redevelopment site.

1

106

43 Stepped seating terraces

Event pavilion with services to support 
        recreation

Skate park

Stormwater marshRiver landing

6 Event pavilion with services to support 
        recreation
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FISH LADDER PARK5

8

9
10

11

12

Fish Ladder Park has been identified as an important 
community gathering spot and the structure is an 
iconic piece of functional art. Following removal of 
the 6th Street Dam, the Fish Ladder structure will be 
modified to continue to provide fish passage, and the 
surrounding park will become a the primary destination 
for whitewater competition spectators, as well as a hub 
for boaters and fishing access. 

1. An upper-falls trail deck is located in the existing 
tree canopy north of the Fish Ladder. 

2. The existing fish ladder structure will remain for 
rapids viewing and fish observation.

3. The existing pump station is operated by City 
Environmental Services and will remain onsite. 

4. A small changing room, restroom and fish 
cleaning station provide services for river users 
and screen the pump station maintenance court. 

5. A flexible plaza and adjacent parking area can 
accommodate small seasonal farmers’ markets or 
other events. 

6. A series of picnic groves are located near the 
parking lot provide shaded seating.

7. A sloped event lawn next to new trees, planted 
on the high point of the existing berm to provide 
shade next to a sloped event lawn.  

8.  An overlook deck screens an existing outfall . 

9. River’s edge viewing terraces allow viewing and 
lounging at the water. 

10. Emergency boat ramp provides river access. 

11. Upper viewing perches on the embankment link 
to Scribner with Fish Ladder Park, provide small 
lounging pockets and expand spectator areas.

12. A high-water trail connection and stepped 
walkway creates a critical year-round trail 
connection for the west bank of the Grand River.

13. Angling and wading access steps link the River 
Trail to the bank below the rapids.
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The following images illustrate the design and program intent for the Fish Ladder site.
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9

21 7Existing fish ladder (to remain)

Overlook deck River’s edge viewing terrace

Upper falls trail deck in tree canopy Sloped event lawn next to new trees

8        Angling and wading access steps13
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC MUSEUM6

The Grand Rapids Public Museum recognizes that 
an ecologically diverse, accessible river’s edge can 
become a unique educational opportunity, drawing the 
Museum’s programming out-of-doors. 

1. A ‘flume’ water feature creates a summer play 
area that alludes to the historic canal and flume that 
once existed onsite. 

2. A lower trail allows seasonal access to the river’s 
edge for habitat observation. 

3. Multiple terraced gathering areas can become 
event spaces or outdoor classrooms. 

4. An overlook activity lawn along the east wall 
accommodates Museum events or ArtPrize 
installations. 

5. An expanded plaza between the carousel and 
Museum, allows lobby events to flow out-of-doors.

6. A ‘treehouse’ deck expands trail access, makes 
this area ADA accessible, and creates a raised river 
overlook and social space. 

7. The ‘woods’ play area illustrates the historic 
lumber industry while providing a unique river edge 
nature play experience within a lush riparian habitat 
zone below the ‘treehouse’ above. 

8. The south event lawn and a new shared-use 
amphitheater provide flexible space for weddings, 
Art Prize or other sculptural or performance 
installations, and informal gathering space.
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The following images illustrate the design and program intent for the Grand Rapids Public Museum site.
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River classroom

New shared use amphitheater

Flume water feature Treehouse deck

‘Woods’ adventure play

1 3 6

7 9‘Woods’ - historic lumber brands mark 
tree stumps to merge learning and play
7




