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MERIDIAN ? COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

JOWNSH]I PAY REGULAR MEETING
June 23, 2026 6:00 PM

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
PUBLIC REMARKS
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. March 10, 2026 Regular Meeting DRAFT Minutes
6. COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER REPORT
A. Communication Manager’s Report
7. COMMISSION MEMBERS REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
A. Chair’s Report
B. Township Board Liaison’s Report
C. Commissioner Reports
8. ACTION ITEMS
9. DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. Communications Commission at the Farmers’ Market
10. COMMUNICATIONS
A. Compliments/Complaints
B. Correspondences
11. REPORTS
A. Video Service Provider(s)
B. Programming
C. Social Media
i. Social Media Analytics
D. Promotions/Publications
i. Prime Meridian Magazine
E. Finance
F. HOMTYV Internship/Alumni
12. PUBLIC REMARKS
13. ADJOURNMENT

v W

NEXT MEETING DATE: WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 at 6:00 pm

All comments limited to 3 minutes, unless prior approval for additional time for good cause is obtained from the Commission Chair.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Meridian Township Communications Department;

Communications Manager, Brandie Yates, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4208 - Ten Day Notice is Required.
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, M1 48864 Administrative Conference Room

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. A PRIME COMMUNITY

meridian.mi.us
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
Communications Commission Regular Meeting APPROVED Minutes
Wednesday, March 10, 2026 | 6:00 pm

PRESENT: Commissioner (Chair) Lisa Whiting Dobson; Commissioner Amol Pavangadkar;
Commissioner (Vice Chair) Leslie Charles; Commissioner Megan English;
Commissioner Mike Nevells;

ABSENT: Angela Demas, Township Clerk

STAFF: Samantha Diehl, Communications Manager; Peyton Skiver, Marketing and Public
Relations Specialist

TOWNSHIP: None

COUNSEL: None

COMCAST/AT&T: None

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Chair Whiting Dobson called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm

2. PUBLIC REMARKS
None.

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Charles moved TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS SUBMITTED. Seconded by
Commissioner Pavangadkar.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously.
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Nevells moved TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FOR WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 17,2025 REGULAR MEETING. Seconded by Commissioner English.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously.
6. COMMUNCATIONS MANAGER REPORT

Manager Diehl introduced Specialist Skiver to the Commission and went over her 4t
quarter report.

7. COMMISSION MEMBERS REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Communications Chair: Chair Whiting Dobson asked Manager Diehl if she could schedule a
meeting between some of the commissioners and Manager Dempsey to discuss PEG fees.
Chair Whiting Dobson also inquired about the possibility of the Commission having a table
at one of the outdoor markets over the summer. The other commissioners agreed, and

Manager Diehl will look into setting something up.

Township Board Liaison: None.

— A PRIME COMMUNITY
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. idi i

meridian.mi.us



Commissioners Report: None.

ACTION ITEMS
A. Chair and Vice Chair Appointments

Every year, the Communications Commission nominates a Chair and Vice Chair.

Commissioner English MOVED TO APPROVE LISA WHITING DOBSON AS THE
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION CHAIR FOR THE 2026 CALENDAR YEAR. Seconded by
Commissioner Nevells.

Commissioner English ALSO MOVED TO APPROVE LESLIE CHARLES AS THE
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION VICE CHAIR FOR THE 2026 CALENDAR YEAR.
Seconded by Commissioner Nevells.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. Communications Commission Goals

At the December 17, 2025 regular meeting, the Communications Commission set three goals
for 2026:

e Goal #1: Review the Communications Commission Rules and Procedures and
mission statement to modernize the Commission’s scope.

e Goal #2: Create a plan and sponsorship brochure to use for potential HOMTV
fundraising.

e (oal #3: Create opportunities to engage Okemos High School and Haslett
High School students with HOMTYV.

Manager Diehl asked the Commission to expand on those goals and decide how they want to
implement them in 2026.

Goal 1: Commissioner Nevells asked for the other commissioners to submit feedback about
the current policies and procedures document. A deadline of April 1 was set.

Goal 2: With PEG fees continuing to decline, the commissioners asked if it were possible to
fundraise for HOMTV. Manager Diehl said she would reach out to Finance Director Bernie
Blonde to set up a meeting and ask about that topic.

Goal 3: At past meetings, Commissioner Pavangadkar expressed interest in the
Communications Commission and Communications Department collaborating with students
from Okemos and Haslett High Schools. Manager Diehl said she would reach out to both
schools to see what they currently do and if there could be room for a collaboration of some
sort.



10.

11.

12.

13.

COMMUNICATIONS

A. Compliments/Complaints
None.

B. Correspondences
None.

REPORTS

A. Video Service Provider(s)
None.

B. Programming
None.

C. Website & Social Media
None.

D. Promotions/Publications
None.

E. Finance
None.

F. HOMTYV Internship/Alumni
None.

G. Broadband
None.

PUBLIC REMARKS

None.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Nevells moved TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. Seconded by Commissioner

PavangadkKar.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:09 pm.
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2026 Prime Meridian Magazine:

The 2026 edition of the Prime Meridian Magazine hit mailboxes in mid-April. We normally send this
out in late February or early March, but it was pushed back due to the website redesign. A memo

with more information about the magazine will be provided further in this packet.

Your Choice 2026 Primary Election Coverage:

After the website and Prime Meridian Magazine projects wrapped up, we shifted our focus to
filming interviews for the August 4, 2026 primary election.

We filmed from May 18-June 17 and interviewed 13 candidates across four races, two ballot

proposal interviews with CADL and Ingham County, and an election information interview with
Clerk Demas. The list of candidates and proposal topics can be found below:

7th Congressional District

O

O O O

Tom Barrett
Bridget Brink
William Lawrence
Matt Maasdam

28th District Senate

O O O O O

Julie L. DeRose
Rashida Harrison
Ted Kilvington
Robert Orlando Pena
Mark Polsdofer

73rd District State Representative

O
O
O

Julie Brixie
Daniel Ewart
Joshua Jon Rockey

75t District State Representative

O

Penelope Tsernoglou

Capital Area District Library (CADL) Millage Renewal
Election Information with Clerk Demas
Ingham County Ballot Proposals

O

@)
O
O

Potter Park Zoo and Potter Park Millage Renewal

Trails and Parks Millage Renewal

Public Transportation for Elderly & Disabled Persons Millage Renewal
Tourism, Entertainment, and Facilities Proposal

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. A PRIME COMMUNITY

meridian.mi.us
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Your Choice 2026 Primary Election Coverage Continued:

The 13 candidate interviews and election information interview were made available to the public
beginning on Monday, June 15. The ballot proposal interviews will be made available starting on
Tuesday, June 23.

Because absentee ballots are available beginning June 25, we wanted all election content published
before that date.

Specialist McDole conducted 15 of the 16 interviews and edited each video. Specialist Skiver also
technical directed almost every interview, which is something she learned for the first time in May.

To watch the interviews, visit https://www.voutube.com/@21HOMTYV. The interviews are also
programmed on the HOMTYV channel and will run through Election Day.

Marketing and Communications:

Spring and summer are always our busiest times when it comes to event promotion. Below is a list
of events we promoted or covered in the 2nd quarter:

e Farmers’ Market Moves Outdoors

e Harris Nature Center Foundation Fun Run
e Harris Nature Center Spring Plant Sale
e Juneteenth Celebration

e May Special Election

e Memorial Day Tribute

e Meridian Garden Club Spring Plant Sale
e Meridian Pride

e Red Cedar River Regatta

e Spring Recycling Day

e Summer Concert Series

e Township Board Listening Session

e Victorian Tea in the Village

Accessibility Updates:

The deadline for municipalities to have all digital assets compliant with WCAG 2.1 Level AA has
been pushed back by 1 year. This means we now have until April 2028 to ensure our assets are
compliant. This includes the website, social media pages, documents, newsletters, and any other
digital assets accessible to the public.

One of our departmental goals in 2026 is to create a Digital Accessibility Plan. This is in the very
early stages and will be developed throughout the year.

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. A PRIME COMMUNITY

meridian.mi.us
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Accessibility Updates Continued:
[ wanted to touch on a couple of other measures we’re taking to ensure our compliance:

e Website Scan

o On]June 15, Govstack (our website provider) performed an accessibility scan on our
website. The scan checked every page and generated a report of accessibility issues
to fix. We met with Govstack on June 18 to discuss these findings and are working to
resolve them.

o Now that we have been through the process with Govstack, we know what to look
for and can conduct our own scans. We are still determining how often these scans
will be performed, but are leaning towards doing them twice per year.

e PDF Remediation Software

o Part of ADA compliance includes having documents that are properly formatted,
tagged, and accessible to screen readers. Due to the volume and length of the
documents on our website, manual remediation using Adobe Acrobat is not feasible.

o Because of that, | have spent the last three months demoing various PDF
remediation software. This software would provide two licenses with access to their
PDF remediation tool. However, if a document (such as a budget or annual report) is
complex and would take too much time, we can have the software company
remediate it for a fee.

o Ihave requested this software for my 2027 budget and will know more after the
budget is adopted.

Internship:
The summer 2026 internship started on May 18 and will run through August 14.

Our two summer interns are Anuya Gawaskar and Charlie Passalacqua, both students at Michigan
State University.

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. A PRIME COMMUNITY

meridian.mi.us
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To: Communications Commission

From: Samantha Diehl, Communications Manager

Date: June 18, 2026

Re: Communications Commission at the Farmers’ Market

At the March 10, 2026 regular Communications Commission meeting, Chair Whiting Dobson
presented an idea about the Commission having a booth at one of the farmers’ markets. Other
Commission members seemed in favor of this idea, so staff believes it is something to pursue.

Manager Diehl spoke to Manger Dempsey about this idea, and he was in favor. He suggested that the
Communications Commission test it out before opening it up to other boards and commissions.

During the June meeting, Commission and staff should decide the following items:

e What date would everyone prefer?

o Below, is a link to an online form that allows us to sign up for consideration:

Community Organization Form

o They said that Wednesday markets have more availability, but they could probably fit
us in for a Saturday market.

¢  Who would like to be at the table?

o The market is from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm, so if anyone can’t be there the entire time,
Commissioners could do shifts. If we do a Wednesday market, the hours would be
3:00 pm to 7:00 pm.

¢ What items do we want at the table?
o Township merch, flyers, etc.
¢ What information do we want to talk about?

o Are we talking about just the Commission or what the Communications Department
does, or both?

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community.

— A PRIME COMMUNITY

meridian.mi.us
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To: Communications Commission

From: Peyton Skiver, Marketing & Public Relations Specialist
Date: June 17,2026

Re: Marketing Updates & Social Media Performance Summary

Year-to-Date Social Media Performance Overview (January 1 - May 31)
The following analytics for the Facebook and Instagram accounts are accurately approximated based
on data from Meta Business Suite.

Facebook

Meridian Township:
e Year-to-date Facebook Followers: 11,620 (+ 414 since Jan. 1, 2026)
¢ Page reach: 259,200
¢ (Content interactions: 6,266
e Content interactions/reach: 2.4% from January through May
¢ Content quantity: 95

HOMTYV:
e Year-to-date Facebook followers: 2,431 (+5 since Jan. 1, 2026)
e Pagereach: 13,900
e Content interactions: 163
¢ Content interactions/reach: 1.1%
¢ Content quantity: 28

Meridian Township Parks & Recreation:
¢ Year-to-date Facebook followers: 4,177 (+169 since Jan.1, 2026)
e Pagereach: 30,800

Content interactions: 1,067

Content interactions/reach: 3.4%

Content quantity: 28

Harris Nature Center:
e Year-to-date Facebook followers: 4,827 (+206 since Jan. 1, 2026)
e Pagereach:7,171
e Contentinteractions: 243
¢ Content interactions/reach: 3.3%
e Content quantity: 35

Meridian Township Farmers’ Market:
¢ Year-to-date Facebook followers: 16,703 (+ 767 since Jan. 1, 2026)

e A PRIME COMMUNITY
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community.

meridian.mi.us
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Page reach: 217,000

Content interactions: 7,523
Content interactions/reach: 3.4%
Content quantity: 72

Meridian Township Fire Department:
¢ Year-to-date Facebook followers: 3,385 (+97 since Jan. 1, 2026)
¢ Pagereach: 37,145
¢ Content interactions: 627
e Contentinteractions/reach: 1.7%
e Content quantity: 9

Meridian Cares:
¢ Year-to-date Facebook followers: 427 (+14 since Jan.1, 2026)
e Pagereach: 952
e Contentinteractions: 21
e Contentinteractions/reach: 2.2%
e Content quantity: 5

Instagram

Meridian Township:
* Year-to-date Instagram followers: 2,879 (+72 since Jan. 1, 2026)
e Pagereach: 8,075
e Content interactions: 695
e Content interactions/reach: 8.6%
e Content quantity: 45

HOMTV:
e Year-to-date Instagram followers: 497 (-2 since Jan. 1, 2026)
e Pagereach: 4,679
e Contentinteractions: 324
¢ Content interactions/reach: 6.9%
e Content quantity: 29

Meridian Township Parks & Recreation:
¢ Year-to-date Instagram followers: 416 (+41 since Jan. 1, 2026)
e Pagereach: 1,612
e Content interactions: 190
¢ Content interactions/reach: 11.7%
e Content quantity: 16

Harris Nature Center:
¢ Year-to-date Instagram followers: 1,126 (+50 since Jan. 1, 2026)

e A PRIME COMMUNITY
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. idi i

meridian.mi.us



m
MERIDIAN

~——" __

Page reach: 2,236

Content interactions: 346

Content interactions/reach: 15.4%
Content quantity: 42

Meridian Township Farmers’ Market:
¢ Year-to-date Instagram followers: 1,875 (+86 since Jan. 1, 2026)
¢ Pagereach: 4,279
e Content interactions: 596
e Content interactions/reach: 13.9%
e Content quantity: 32

LinkedIn

Meridian Township:
¢ Year-to-date followers: 1,004 (+14 since Jan. 1, 2026)
e Unique visitors: 271
e Page Views: 541

HOMTV:
e Year-to-date followers: 1,188 (+7 since Jan. 1, 2026)
e Unique visitors: 90
e Pageviews: 207

Performance Summary
Nextdoor:

Nextdoor continues to have the highest volume of followers for the Township, but its engagement
recently dropped. In October of 2024, Meridian Township’s Nextdoor reach and engagement
dropped by roughly 75%, and this drop has not yet been corrected. Currently (June 17, 2026)
Meridian Township has 16,082 members on Nextdoor.

Constant Contact:

Currently (June 17, 2026), we have 9,274 contacts across the Township’s three newsletters. The
average open rate from January 1, 2026, to May 31, 2026, was 58% , remaining well above the
government industry average of 43.7%.

From January 1, 2026, to May 31, 2026, we had a net decrease of 4 contacts. We had 52 new
subscribers, with 56 unsubscribed. 49 subscribers joined through visiting the Meridian Township
website.

e A PRIME COMMUNITY
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community.

meridian.mi.us



DATE

1/13/2026
1/22/2026
3/18/2026
3/17/2026
3/19/2026

4/20/2026
4/21/2026
4128/2026

5/6/2026
5/13/2026
5/22/2026
5/28/2026

6/3/12026
6/8/2026

71712026
7/13/2026
21-Jul
20-Jul
27-Jul

'WEEKDAY

Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday
Thursday

Wednesday
Monday

Tuesday
Monday
Tuesday
Monday
Monday

TIME

Press Releases

ToPIC
Polar Dash & Splash
Match on Main DDA
Flashlight Egg Huint
Sustainable Fashion Show
Green Grants

Spring Recycling Event
Election Information
Early Voting

Listening Session
Red Cedar River Regatta
Memorial Day Tribute

Summer Concert Series

Meridian Pride
Juneteenth Celebration

Parks & Rec Input Sessions
Celebrate Meridian
Listening Session

Early Voting

Election Information

PUBLISHED?

IFYES, BY WHO?

Lansing City Pulse

WLNS

WILX 10

WILX 10
WILX 10

NOTES (Front Page? News Time)

Originally wanted to send 5/18

Video Package
Video Package
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November (2025)
December (2025)
January
February

March

Aprit

May

June
July

August
September

October
November
December

Total Net
Followers  Followers

2,434
2,434
2,431

cowarmm

Percent
Change

-50%
-50%
400.0%
-25.0%
-100.00%
0%

0%

Reach

1.2k
2.4k
1.2k
18k
7.2k
13k

878

Percent
Change

-29.90%
37.20%
94.6%
-44.5%
51.90%
245.10%
-82.50%

Content
Interactions

15
27
21
29
53
43
17

FACEBOOK

Percent
Change

-71.20%
12.50%
-22.2%
61.1%
96.30%
-25.90%
-65%

CIR

1.7%
22%
0.8%
2.4%
2.9%
0.5%
1.3%

Content
Quantity

Moo oo oo

Notes (Successful/unsuccessful post
Percent  timingand frequency, content types,
Change etc)
Static photos/graphics performed
-25%  better than Township Tails reel
66.70% “*
0.0% Very low content interaction
0.0% Reelviewership low on F8
100% Static photos better than reels
"Fun” reel 6.9k views
-78%  Less content, less interaction

g
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100%
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100.0%
200.0%
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-50%
0%

Reach

1.3k
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=
3
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218

Percent
Change

-38%
159.30%
-55.4%
228.8%
30.50%
24.40%
-88%

Interactions

35
38
33
50

103

123
15

INSTAGRAM

Percent
Change  CIR

-30%
8.60%
-13.2%
85.29%
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16%
-88%

11.0%
4.0%

5.0%
8.0%
6.8%
6.8%

O

Percent
Change

-40%
66.70%
0.0%
50.0%
33.30%
%
-80%

Notes (Successful/unsuccessful post
timing and frequency, content types,
etc)

Reels perform better than F8
Reels perform better than F8
MSU career fair post

Thisis trend... 1.2k views

Equal views across posts.
follower loss due to insta update

Total
Followers  Follows

1,194
1,193
1,188

LINKEDIN

Percent
Change

Visitors

10

Percent
Change

-7.70%
75.00%
-19%
112.50%

-28.60%

Career Fair



FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

Total Net Percent Percent  Content Percent Content  Percent  Notes (Successful/unsuccessful posttimingand  Total Percent Percent Content Percent Content  Percent  Notes (Successful/unsuccessful posttiming
Followers  Followers  Change Reach Change Interactions  Change CI/R Quantity Change frequency, content types, etc.) Followers  Follows  Change Reach Change Interactions  Change CI/R Quantity Change and frequency, content types, etc.)
Harris Nature Center Event posts, Red-tailed
November (2025) 11 -8.30% 3.3k -36.70% 172 7.50% 5.3% 5 -16.70% hawk post, 3.9k views 4 -33.30% 127 -55.40% 31 34.80% 24.4% 4 -55.60% Less content, much higher reach on FB
December (2025) 19 72.70% 3.1k -10% 266 52% 8.8% 1 120% Holiday events, ornament hunt > 2k views 3 -25% 127 0% 22 -29% 17.3% 4 0% 2 posts, 2 stories. Unsucessful graphics
January 23 21.1% 2.1k -33.0% 30 -88.7% 1.4% 4 -63.5% unsuccessful content, Polar Dash & Splash 16 433.3% 996 684.3% 30 36.4% 3.0% 3 -25.0% Polar Dash & Splash reminder 1.8k views
February 21 0.0% 1.7k 6.7% 29 0.0% 16% 3 -25.0% Not enough content posted 4 75.0% 134 -86.50% 40 33.3% 30.0% 4 33.3% less consistent posting
March 4,082 30 57.90% 6.4k 309% 113 289.70% 1.7% 9 200.00% 10.1kviews on Egg Hunt 405 10 150% 156 16.40% 36 -10% 23.0% 3 -25% less consistent posting
April 4,141 59 37.20% 18.2k 82% 873 175% 47% 9 0% 18.8k views, 381 likes on emma's wetland post 413 8 -55% 307 83..8% 78 24% 25.0% 5 25% more contentinteraction for each post
May 4,177 36 -38.98% 2.4k -87.10% 22 -97.60% 0.9% 3 -70% Less content this month, parks survey 2.4k views 416 3 -60% 19 -93.80% 6  -94.10% 32.0% 1 -83.30% Low may conent, low engagement
June
July
August
September
October
November

December
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&
& Total Net Percent Percent  Content Percent Content  Percent Notes (Successful/unsuccessful posttimingand  Total Percent Percent  Content Percent Content  Percent  Notes (Successful/unsuccessful posttiming
Followers Followers Change  Reach Change  Interactions Change CIR Quantity Change frequency, content types, etc.) Followers. Follows  Change  Reach Change  Interactions  Change CIIR Quantity Change and frequency, content types, etc.)
November (2025) 16 4550% 1.1k -3.80% 69 146.40% 6.2% 9 28.60% Talon posthigh CI/R 7 40% 538 81.10% 81 268.20% 15.0% 10 100% Red-Tailed Hawk successful post
December (2025) 6 -62.50% 508 -56% 29 -61.30% 5.7% 8 -11.10% New cover photo highest CI/R 22 7 0 250 -54% 21 -74.40% 8.4% 8 -27.30% Only graphics, not successful
January 19 216.7% 489 -3.7% 21 -27.6% 4.3% 5 -37.5% Less events, winter, squirrel appreciation 1 57.1% 172 -31.2% 10 -52.4% 5.8% 6 -25.0% Only graphics, not successful
February 14 -12.5% 495 11.5% 37 7620.0% 7.4% 4 -20.0% Events unsuccessful viewership (noreach) 11 0.0% 198 15.8% 39 290.0% 19.6% 6 0.0% More CI/R - reaching loyal followers
March 4,681 27 107.70% 500 3% 35 -5.40% 7.0% 10 150.00% Eventsnoreach, summer day camps high 1,106 8 -27.30% 575 145.70% 7 82% 19.5% 6 0.00% Equal CI/R, reaching same audience
April 4,756 75 82.90% 987  43.00% 55 10% 5.0% 9 -25.00% Native Plant sale posts highest engagement 1,123 17 41.70% 518  -8.60% 145 48.00% 28.0% 15 88% Views equal across post, followers
May 4,827 7 5% 4.7k 328.80% 95 43.90% 2.0% 7 -30% Baby animal season, 7.1k views 23 shares 1,126 3 -29% 800  12.70% 81 -51.50% 10.0% 9 -43.70% Baby animalseason 800 more views than other posts
June
July
August
September
October
November

December
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November (2025)
December (2025)
January
February

March

April

May

June

July

August
September
October
November
December

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

Total
Followers.

16,274
16,395
16,703

Followers

1
1
105
121
308

93
88
31
02

Percent
Change

27.40%
-8.30%
48.9%

Reach
49.9k
39.1k
49.9k

0.0% 30.8k

8.20%
10.45%
101.30%

322k
433k
60.8k

Percent
Change
51.40%
-23.60%
27.7%
-26.3%
7.60%
24.70%
40.30%

Content Percent
Interactions  Change
26k 33.70%
1.7k -39.20%
1.8k 2.5%
922 -32.0%
901 -0.40%
1.4k 44.80%
2.5k 76.20%

CIR

4.3%
3.6%
2.9%
2.70%
5.6%
4%

Content
Quantity

Percent

Change
-34.60%
-4.80%
-30.0%
8.3%
-23.10%
18.20%
100.00%

post timing and

frequency, content types, etc.)
6-8 pm posting highest engagement

Winter Market Schedule 34k views, 130 shares
Late afternoon/night posting times

Moves outdoors 16k views, 136 shares
Expected vendors equal engagement

Total
Followers

1,841
1,867
1,875

Follows

15
20
23
20

9
26

8

Percent
Change
-37.50%

33.30%
15.0%
-4.8%

-52.60%

36.80%

-69.23%

Reach

13k
13k

Percent
Change.

113.30%

-30.0%
-55.2%
51.70%
129.60%
-45.30%

Interactions

183
165
99
55
63
197
182

Percent
Change

-17.9%
-12.7%
-40.0%
-28.6%

14.5%
152.6%

-8.1%

14.00%
12.60%
10.80%
14.80%
11.80%
12.30%
21.00%

Percent

Change
-35.30%
109.10%
-69.6%
-40.0%
66.70%
16.70%
43%

Notes (Successful/unsuccessful post timing
and frequency, content types, etc.)

high CI/R rate - only followers view

Multiple story posts - top of town contest.
Nota lof of viewership during Saturday
Minimal viewership Saturday Early morings
minimal viewership during posting times
moves outdoors 1.7k views, 15 shares

foll toinsta update,

, only Tom posts, none of ours,



FACEBOOK

,\\i& Total Net Percent Percent  Content Content Percent Notes (Successful/unsuccessful post timing and

Followers Followers Change  Reach Change Interactions Percent Change CI/R Quantity Change frequency, content types, etc.)

November (2025) 2 -80% 355  -7.30% 25 -19.40% 7.0% 5 -37.50% Less consistent posting

December (2025) 22  1000% 206 -43.70% 15 -40.00% 7.2% 2 -66.70% Reelwas not successful

January 5 -77.3% 726 252.4% 20 33.3% 3% 2 0.0% Meridian Cares Recap 1.3k views

February 0 -100.0% 90 -87.5% 1 -95.0% 1.0% 0 -100.0% No content posted in Feb 2026

March 419 1 100% 54 -37.90% 0 -100% 0.00% 0 0 No content posted in March 2026

April 424 5 400% 36 -34.50% 0 0% 0.00% 0 0% No content posted in April 2026

May 427 3 -20% 46  27.80% 0 0% 0% 3 100% Sock out Suicide 6.3k views, data not showing

June

July

August

September

October

November

December
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November (2025)
December (2025)
January

February

March

April

May

June
July

August
September

October
November
December

FACEBOOK

Total

S

3,333
3,368
3,385

Net

S
10
8
14
11
20
35
17

Percent

Change
-71%
-20%
75.0%
-21.4%
81.80%
118.80%
-47.20%

Reach
2.3k
1.1k
1.9k
3.5k
16.9k
14.2k

645

Percent

Change
-82%
-53.90%
76.2%
88.5%
390%
-19.90%
-95.50%

Content
Interactions
126
16
34
110
232
201
50

Percent Change

-70.30%

-87.30%

112.4%

233.3%

110.90%

-17%

-75.70%

CI/R

Content

Quantity
5.4%
1.4%
1.7%
3.10%
1.40%
1%
8%

2
1
4
1
2
2
0

Percent
Change

Notes (Successful/unsuccessful post timing and
frequency, content types, etc.)
2.5k views on National Crash Responder Saferty & Cooking Safety.
Only one post, high views, low interaction
Consumers Energy repost from TWP, 1k views
-75.0% Reel, 4.1k views 58 likes

100% Planet Fitness Thanks 28.1k views, 208 likes

0% Ashley furniture thank you 9.4k views
-100% no content in May

-71.40%
-50%
300.0%
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To: Communications Commission

From: Samantha Diehl, Communications Manager
Date: June 18, 2026

Re: 2026 Prime Meridian Magazine

Meridian Township mailed the 2026 Prime Meridian Magazine to all residents in mid-April. Staff
worked with Allegra Print & Imaging (Lansing) to print and mail the publication.

Mass mailings are expensive to print and distribute. Nevertheless, the Prime Meridian Magazine
remains essential for its key functions:

e Connecting new and temporary residents to their local government
e Providing access to government information to households with limited internet access
e Building relations between government and constituents

Extra magazine copies are available at Meridian Township’s Municipal Building and Service
Center. Staff also converted the magazine into an accessible, digital format that is made available
on the Meridian Township website.

The 2026 edition was more expensive than in 2025. The increase in cost was primarily from
postage. Even with this increase, the magazine came in under budget. A breakdown of the numbers
can be found below.

2026 Prime Meridian Magazine Costs:

e 2026 Total: $19,088
o 2025 Total: $17,801
e Printing and Mailing Service Costs:
o 2026:%$11,093
= 27,800 24-page printed copies
o 2025:$11,030
= 28,700 24-page printed copies
e Postage and Mailing Service Costs:
o 2026:$7,994 (18% increase from 2025)
=  We mailed out the magazine to 281 more addresses than in 2025. The
postage rate also increased by $0.05 in 2025.
o 2025:$6,771

Staff would like to express their gratitude to Commissioner Leslie Charles for her support in
editing the 2026 magazine and Commissioner Pavangadkar for his help tracking down the family
of the child on the cover. A digital copy of the Prime Meridian Magazine is attached to this memo.

e A PRIME COMMUNITY
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community.

meridian.mi.us
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Letter From the Township Supervisor

Dear Meridian Township Residents,

It is my distinct honor to serve as your Township Supervisor. There is so much to be proud of in this
community and we thrive because of the people who choose to live, work, and play here.

2026 is an exciting year for us in Meridian, as we hope to see major improvements: reconstructed
neighborhood roads, development in Downtown Haslett, and new businesses coming soon!

This year will also offer another opportunity to enjoy our amenities, but especially our world-class
parks and trails. This year, | charge our residents to get out and explore our 30 parks and our vast
trail system, taking time to appreciate the natural beauty that Meridian has to offer right here in
our own town. From wildlife to recreation, our parks have a little bit of everything and are part of
what makes us a Prime Community.

If | can ever be of service to you, please do not hesitate to stop by a Meridian Township board
meeting or send an email. | am here to serve youl!

St Hendrickson

Scott Hendrickson

2026 Township Board
Listening Sessions

Tuesday, May 12 - 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
2|42 Community Center
2630 Bennett Road, Okemos

Tuesday, July 28 - 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Central Park Pavilion
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos

Township Board Tuesday, October 27 - 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
From left to right: Treasurer Linda Burghardt, St. Luke Lutheran Church
Supervisor Scott Hendrickson, Clerk Angela 5589 Van Atta Road, Haslett

Demas, Trustee Kathy Ann Sundland, Trustee
Nickolas Lentz, Trustee Marna Wilson, and

Scan the QR code to learn
. more and to view past  ~—"
Trustee Peter Trezise. Listening Session Summaries.

Prime Meridian Magazine Contributors

Design & Production Photography Proofreading On the Cover
Peyton Skiver Samantha Diehl Samantha Diehl Officer Blaine Anderson, K9

Samantha Diehl Courtland Jenkins  Danneisha McDole  Ares, and Samanyu Thirumani

Printing & Mailing Sara Weiermiller Leslie Charles annual chgween Ogen House.

Allegra Lansing Dan Stephens Sara Weiermiller  photo Credits: Courtland Jenkins
2




Table of Contents

Stay Informed by Tuning
into HOMTV!

Meridian Township’s government
access channel, HOMTYV,
Developments broadcasts meetings of the
Election Information Meridian Township Board, Planning
Commission, and morel

Events
Communications, New Resident Information

Township Projects

O o0oNOO UL~

Taxes, Assessing, Community Planning
Watch live or view recordings at:

10 Farmers’Market * Comcast Channel 21

11 Meridian Cares * youtube.com/user/21HOMTV
12 Public Safety e meridianmi.swagit.com/live
14  Parks & Recreation

16 Smart911 & Capital Area District Libraries

17 Find Your Community

18 Meridian Conservation Corps

19 Green Meridian

20 Harris Nature Center

21  Nokomis, Meridian Historical Village, Senior Center

22 Parks & Preserves Map TR T

Using QR Codes

To use the QR Codes in this magazine, open your smartphone camera (if available),
point your camera at the QR code so that the QR code is clear and fully visible on your
screen, and tap the link that appears. This link will take you to our Township website.

Contact Us N>

Meridian Township is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Our Municipal Building is located at 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864.
Questions? Call us at 517.853.4000 or email webmaster@meridian.mi.us.
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Meridian Pride - June 6

Celebrate Pride Month at our fourth annual pride event that unites LGBTQ+
residents, allies, and organizations. Join us on Saturday, June 6, at
Marketplace on the Green (1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos) from 5:00 pm to
10:00 pm for a night of celebrations, activities, and morel

f/oé Svents

Juneteenth Celebration - June 12

The Meridian Township Juneteenth Celebration will be held on Friday, June 12,
at Marketplace on the Green (1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos) from 4:00 pm
to 7:00 pm. The celebration will be a lively community gathering with jazz music,
| face paint, food trucks, and more.

Celebrate Meridian Festival - July 24 & 25

W Make the most of your summer with live music, food, children’s activities, and
morel Teen Night will be held on Friday, July 24, with our main event on Saturday,
July 25. Head out to Marketplace on the Green and Central Park to celebrate
with friends and family at our biggest event of the year!

Spring Recycling Event Summer Concert Series
Farmers’ Market Harris Nature Center Summer Day Camps
Meridian Garden Club Plant Sale Farmers’ Market
Harris Nature Center Wildflower Walk Juneteenth Celebration
Harris Nature Center Native Plant Sale Cops and Bobbers Fishing Derby
Memorial Day Ceremony Children’s Concert Series
Victorian Tea in the Village Karaoke at the Marketplace

Autumn
Fall Electronics Recycling Event lce Skating Party
Halloween Spooktacular Indoor Farmers’ Market
Farmers’ Market Here Comes Santa Paws
Heritage Festival Grinchmas
Harris Nature Center Wine in the Woods Harris Nature Center Critter Holiday
Harris Nature Center Native Plant Sale Meridian Senior Center Cupid’s Bingo
Police Halloween Open House Nokomis Holiday Art Market
*The list of events provided is not exhaustive and events may be added, VR

modified, or removed as planning continues. For an active listing of Township
4 events, visit our website at www.meridian.mi.us/Calendar.




Communicalions

New Website Launched March 3!

Merdian Township’'s new website is officially live.
The Communications Department oversaw a
complete redesign of the Township website to make
it more user-friendly and accessible to everyone.

If you need help navigating the new site or have
any questions, please contact the Communications
Department at 517.853.4370 or
communications@meridian.mi.us.

Scan the QR code for more information
about social media, newsletters, and alerts!

New Kesident Information

Welcome to Meridian Township!

We hope the information provided will assist you in making your move to Meridian
Township. The information below covers Township services that residents may find
useful when moving to our region. Scan the QR Code to visit our New Resident webpage.

Bill Payments

Residents and business
owners in Meridian
Township can pay their bills
in a variety of ways. Visit the
Bill Payments
webpage for more
information.

Schools

Within Meridian Township's
borders are four prime school
districts: Okemos, Haslett,
and East Lansing Public

Schools, and OffeAa0]
Smns!

e e A
Williamston [T o

Community Schools. mEj#EZLE

Welcome to our New Website!

Water/Sewer Service

Set up your water/sewer
service by filling out the
Start Water/Sewer Service
Form on our website or
calling the Utility EEAE
Billing Department ggaies
at 517.853.4120.  Erae
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Township Projecs
Haslett Road Corridor Study & Pathway Projects

The Township is funding a Haslett Road Corridor Study
to determine if it is feasible for the Ingham County Road
Department (ICRD) to implement a road diet on Haslett
Road from Park Lake Road to Marsh Road. This study
includes preparing a federal grant application to fund
the implementation of a road diet.

The corridor study will also examine various
infrastructure that could be constructed along the
Haslett Road corridor from Park Lake Road to Copper
Creek Drive/Bird Farm Lane to enhance pedestrian
safety. This will include examining the feasibility of
constructing new pedestrian crosswalks at Westminster
Way, the Parkwood YMCA, Boise lle Drive, Bayonne
Avenue, Benson Drive, Green Road, and Copper Creek
Drive/Bird Farm Lane.

The study will explore the feasibility of enhancing
pedestrian safety by adding refuge islands, flashing
beacons, hawk signals, and/or other infrastructure at
new and existing crosswalks along Haslett Road.

Scan the QR code to learn
more about the Haslett Road
Corridor Study & Pathway
Projects.

Local Roads Program

In order to establish a reliable
revenue source for reconstructing
and maintaining Meridian
Township's 153-mile network of local
roads, the Township voters
approved a road millage bond on
the August 2019 ballot.

The millage bond will invest $35.25
million in the Township’s Local Roads
Program by the end of 2028. The
Ingham County Road Department
also invests $335,000 annually.

In 2025, the Township Completed:

* Resurfacing/reconstruction of
5.7 miles of roads.
Improvement of the gravel
portion of Tihart Road, from
Twinging Drive to Cornell Road,
with an asphalt stabilization and
double chip seal treatment.
Overlay paving and a double
chip seal treatment on Cornell
Road, from Grand River Avenue
to Haslett Road.

* 14.6 miles of newly resurfaced
roads were treated with asphalt
rejuvenator.

Scan the QR code for
more information
about the Local
Roads Program.
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Projects in Motion

In 2026, residents may notice new
developments at the following
properties in Meridian Township:

1655 Haslett Road

Potential new coffee shop in the
existing building, currently under
construction.

4990 Marsh Road

Panda Express is pending
construction.

4880 Marsh Road

Mister Carwash is under construction.

2655 E Grand River Avenue

Terra Firma Gym is under review and
is soon to be under construction.

A oclatio ABA e profe OoNo
all-b o association of ©
eqglo or que O O O A pe
O O S 4568 0
® omeridio
O al A ° 2 Proagro
e Do O Developme
A O DDA) and e ONo
Developme orporatio D offe
® al o ® e Progro ®
DO D e e e olgle e

Drove O O aspe o



2026 Election Dates:

Special Election
Tuesday, May 5, 2026

Precinct Changes

Meridian Township has reduced and reorganized
precincts from 22 to 14. Some voters may see
changes to their polling locations or precinct
numbers. Updated information is available at
www.meridian.mi.us/Elections.

Ballot Drop Box Locations

Meridian Township Municipal Building

5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, 48864
*Indoor and outdoor drop boxes available

Haslett Library

1590 Franklin Street, Haslett, 48840
Okemos Library

4321 Okemos Road, Okemos, 48864

Drop boxes will close at 8:00 pm on election days.

Primary Election
Tuesday, August 4, 2026

Contact the Clerk’s Office

If you have any questions, contact Clerk
Angela Demas at demas@meridian.mi.us
or the Clerk’s Office at 517.853.4300.

General Election
Tuesday, November 3, 2026

Voting Options

Option 1: Vote In-Person on Election Day

Polls are open from 7:00am to 8:00 pm
on Election Day. Be sure to vote at your
assigned precinct’s polling location, which
can be found at www.mi.gov/vote.

Option 2: Vote Early In-Person

Vote early at the Meridian Township Municipal
Building on the following days:

May S Special Election: May 1-3
Aug. 4 Primary Election: Jul. 25-31 & Aug. 1-2
Nov. 3 General Election: Oct. 24-31 & Nov. 1

Option 3: Vote Absentee

To request an absentee ballot, submit an
absent voter ballot application, which are
available at the Clerk’s office and at
www.mi.gov/vote. Voters can also sign up
for the Permanent Mail Ballot List to
automatically receive a ballot for each
election.



Taxes, Yfilily Bills ¢ Fayments

Summer Taxes Due September 14, 2026

The Treasurer’s Office is open from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday, except for major
holidays. You can drop off payments 24/7 in the white drop box in front of the Meridian Township
Municipal Building (5151 Marsh Road, Okemos). For questions, please call 517.853.4140.

Pay Bills Online

You can pay your tax or utility bill online with no fees using Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
draws from your bank account on our website. From the Bill Payments page, log in to an
existing account, create a new account, or make a one-time payment. Tax accounts can
be linked to utility billing accounts using the “Manage My Accounts” link from your home
screen after logging in. Scan the QR code or visit www.meridian.mi.us/BillPayments for
more information.

Assessing Department

Annual Reinspection Program

This summer, the Assessing Department will conduct its annual Reinspection Program, which
began in 2012. Part-time interns conduct site visits to designated neighborhoods to take
updated property photos.

If you have made recent improvements to your home, it is customary that Meridian Township
Assessing Department staff may be driving by to update your record card photo. Staff will be in
a marked Township vehicle with Township identification.

Summer 2026 Township neighborhoods have not yet been determined. Affected
property owners will be contacted by letter and asked to complete a brief
questionnaire as to property specifics. Resident participation in the Reinspection
Program is voluntary. For questions, call the Assessing Department at 517.853.4400.

Communify Planning ¢ Development

Rental Inspections

Meridian Township licenses all rental properties in the Township, from small short-term rentals to
hundred-unit apartment complexes. As part of that licensure, an annual inspection is done on every
licensed property in the Township.

The Township currently utilizes the most recent version of the International Property Maintenance
Code as our standard for inspecting a rental property. Notable items in every inspection include
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors, operable windows, and general exterior upkeep.

Landlords are expected to maintain their property in conformance with the Township's standards.
Tenants with any concerns can contact the Community Development Department at 517.853.4560
to discuss filing a complaint. 9



Miss our outdoor Farmers’
Market? On Saturday, May 2,

: t Marketpl
2026 Farmers’ Market Schedule T FEoPe el EHplers O

I
Saturday Outdoor Market See you therel
Every Saturday from May until November 21

8:00 am* to 2:00 pm (10:00 am™ in November) We Accept Food Assistance
Marketplace on the Green (1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos) Programs!

Wednesday Outdoor Market We want our market to be

Every Wednesday from June to October accessible to everyone,

3:00 pm to 7:00 pm regardless of financial need.
Anyone using the following
food assistance programs can
Saturday Indoor Market shop with us for eligible

Every Saturday from November 28 until December 19 products:
1#, 3, and 5" Saturdays, January through April * SNAP (tokens)
10:00 am to 2:00 pm * Double Up Food Bucks

: : : : o (tokens)
JCPenney to High Caliber Karting Wing of the Meridian Mall Senior Project

FRESH/Market FRESH
(card only)

And possibly the WIC Project
Fresh Card, depending on
vendor participation.

Marketplace on the Green (1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos)

For more information, visit
www.meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket

Shop Market Gifts!
The Meridian Township

Farmers’ Market offers gift
certificates (S25 each) and
tote bags ($15 each).

Learn more about O =40

merchandise and gifts :
at the market website. [@j=



MERIDIAN

ates Making a Difference

Meridian Cares provides Meridian Township residents
facing emergency financial need with assistance from a
human services specialist. The Emergency Needs Fund is
also available to support residents at risk of losing their
shelter or facing a utility shutoff.

How Does Meridian Cares Work?

Meridian Township residents facing emergency financial
need (relating to shelter or utilities) contact the Human
Services Specialist.

Resident’'s need is determined after a confidential intake
assessment.

Federal, state, and local resources are considered for
financial aid. When no aid or not enough aid is available,
Meridian Cares may use its donation-based Emergency
Needs Fund to financially assist the resident.

Financial assistance recommendations are made by the
Human Services Specialist to the Township’s Community
Resources Commission for approval.

Approved financial assistance is given directly to the
utility company or landlord seeking payment.

AN N KIS

Resident remains in their home with working utilities.

2025 Numbers
e 111 Familes Supported

e $47,255.40 Donation-Based
Funds Distributed

“Thank you greatly. | had nowhere
else to turn to keep the lights and

heat on for my family.”

- Recipient of Meridian Cares
Services

Need Help?

Contact Meridian Township’s Human
Services Specialist, Katie Love, at
517.853.4204 for a confidential call
and intake assessment to determine
options for your situation.

If you need assistance outside of our
business hours, contact Michigan
211 by calling or texting 2-1-1.

Donate Today!

Your donation of any size helps
neighbors in need. To donate,
scan the QR Code to give

to the Meridian Cares
Emergency Needs Fund

via PayPal. Thank you!
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Prioritizing Safety on Our Roadways

At the Meridian Township Police Department (MTPD), we hear your concerns regarding traffic
safety. As we near full staffing, our ability to proactively protect our streets grows.

By using a data-driven approach, we ensure our roadways remain safe for drivers, cyclists, and
pedestrians alike.

| ACCREDITED
AGENCY

High-Tech Solutions for Safer Streets

In 2025, MTPD invested in advanced traffic data collection
equipment. This technology allows us to conduct passive
speed and traffic count studies, recording the speed of every
vehicle that passes. We analyze data trends and deploy our
officers to specific areas at the times when speeding is most
likely to occur. This ensures our enforcement efforts are as
efficient and effective as possible.

H.:ﬁm LAW
ENFI~' EMENT

Focusing on Schools and Other Hot Spots A Milestone Achievement

We have assigned Officer Larry Vandermolen as our Traffic Following a rigorous assessment
Officer. This means you'll frequently see him in school zones by Michigan Law Enforcement
during drop-off and pick-up, ensuring students are safe from Accreditation Commission
speeding and reckless drivers. Using insights from our new (MLEAC) officials in late 2025,
data collectors, he will patrol areas where it's most needed. As we are proud to announce that
we move toward full staffing, we look forward to expanding the Meridian Township Police
this team. Department was found to be in

If you have a specific traffic safety concern in your full compliance.

neighborhood, please let us know. Visit our website On February 3, 2026, we were
at meridian.mi.us/Police and fill out the Traffic officially honored with our
Concern Form. > 3 second reaccreditation award.

E
|

Of the more than 400 law
enforcement agencies in
Michigan, only about 100 are
accredited, and fewer than 20
have successfully completed the
reaccreditation process twice.



Fire Department 2025 Operations

We had a busy year at the Meridian Township Fire Department!
In 2025, we saw:
* 444 more emergency calls
o (6,361in 2024 to 6,805 in 2025)
* Two new fire engines purchased
o Built over a two-year period to replace an 18-year-old and a 25-year-old engine. We are
now sustainable with engines until 2036.
* Four new firefighters sworn in
* Seven firefighters promoted to officer positions

Training for Community Safety
In 2025, our training division kept busy with over 3,800 hours of training. We also launched new
professional development and tactical operations programs for our young officers.

Our annual training plan is built around departmental needs. As a young department, we want to
ensure that all our firefighters expand their knowledge and have the tools and resources they
need to do their jobs safely and effectively.

Each year, we evaluate our training plan to enhance the level of training our
firefighter/paramedics receive. On a daily basis, we work to develop new skills in emergency
medical services, fire equipment operation, specialty rescues, officer training, and more.

Ofy=0

For more information about the Meridian Township Fire Department, scan the

= |.-:
QR code or visit www.meridian.mi.us/Fire. N7 | ﬁ
E [
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The Meridian Township parks system consists of over 300 acres of parks, over 900 acres of
land preserves, and nearly 20 miles of trails. The Parks and Recreation Department also offers
numerous opportunities for you and your family to enjoy the parks through events, programs,
and activities.

We offer recreation leagues that provide a fun, welcoming

i I
environment for both youth and adults to stay active and ReQISter TOdGY°
enjoy the game. Scan the QR
For more information about our programs, call us at Code for more
517.853.4600 or email parks@meridian.mi.us. e ien e
Youth Sports to register.

We offer youth leagues in soccer, flag football, baseball,
softball, T-ball, basketball, Sporties for Shorties, Playmakers
Running Clubs, and a rugby camp.

Adult Sports

We have adult leagues for co-ed sand volleyball, men'’s softball, kickball,
and whiffle ball.

Sign up for our Newsletter! -

Don’t miss out on our events and programs! Subscribe to our
monthly eNewsletter, The “Playbook.”

Subscribe by scanning the QR code or head to
www.meridian.mi.us/Staylnformed so you can stay up to
date on all that we have to offer!

14




Save the Dates!

Mark your calendars for our most popular events:

¢ June 6 - Meridian Pride
¢ June 12 - Juneteenth Celebration
July 24 & 25 - Teen Night & Celebrate Meridian

Stay up to date by visiting our website calendar at
www.meridian.mi.us/Calendar.

Summer Concert Series

Join us every Wednesday at 6:30 pm from June
through September at Marketplace on the Green
(1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos) for free live music
from local bands.

Visit www.meridian.mi.us/SCS or
scan the QR code to view the 2026 lineup!

Winter Recreation

Even throughout the winter season, there is plenty to

do in Meridian Township:
* Sledding

* |ce Skating

* Snowshoeing

Scan the QR code to see our various
winter offerings!

Dog Parks

' Join a Dog Park Community!

Our off-leash dog parks provide the
perfect opportunity for your pups to
hang out!

* Large Dog Park (30 lbs & up)
1990 Central Park Drive, Okemos

* Small Dog Park (30 Ibs & under)
1960 Gaylord C. Smith Ct, Haslett

To view the registration fees
and to learn more, visit
www.meridian.mi.us/DogParks
or scan the QR code.

Facility Rentals

Make new memories by hosting an event
at one of our parks!

We offer eight different rental pavilions

at $100 for residents and $200 for non-
residents (excluding Marketplace on the

Green, which has higher rates).

Rental time blocks include 8:00 am to
3:00 pm or 4:00 pm to 9:30 pm (dusk).

Scan the QR code to find our
selection of pavilions, usage
fees, and park amenities.




Ingham County’s
M”r Emergency Alert System

Meridian Township has partnered with Ingham County to bring residents the RAVE Smart911
mass notification system. Subscribing to Smart9ll is free and completely customizable.

When you sign up with Smart9l11l, you choose what types of alerts you would like to receive, and
in what areas. You will be notified via text message, phone call, and/or email of important,
critical information such as unexpected road closures, missing persons, serious incidents,
severe weather, boil water advisories, and many other emergencies.

How to Sign Up:
1.Visit Smart9ll.com and hit the green “Sign Up” button in the top right corner of the page

2.Create an account
3.Choose which alerts you would like to receive through email, text message, or both

[ml-er-Tm]

Gomtm S\ ®
Py Smart911
[i=F m—af%  Scan the QR Code for more

#FEX  information and to sign up!

LEARN.
IMAGINE.
CONNECT.

Come visit us at CADL
Meridian Libraries

CADL Okemos CADL Haslett
4321 Okemos Road 1590 Franklin Street
517.347.2021 517.339.2324

_ﬂ <, Capital Area
Y0 b7 District Libraries
Y cadlorg

16



N

¥ y | \ .
| /7 e : _ , N
S 1'.' Ll % s iy : 2 fu \i = vl
Find, Your Lommanify
Many Meridian Township residents give back to the community by volunteering their time to a
cause that matters to them. With a wide range of opportunities available, every resident can find

a place to be heard, share their passions, build new connections, and create positive change in
the community. Three volunteer opportunities are highlighted below.

Volunteer Organizations

Meridian Township offers a variety of volunteer opportunities
for residents looking to make a positive impact in the
community. Whether you're interested in protecting the
environment with the Meridian Conservation Corps or
preserving local history with the Friends of Historic Meridian,
there’s a volunteer group that's right for you!

Learn more by scanning the QR code.

Community Events

Residents and local businesses play a vital role in supporting
community events throughout the year. Signature
celebrations like Celebrate Meridian and Meridian Pride are
made possible thanks to the dedication of our volunteers!

Contact the Meridian Township Parks and Recreation
Department at 517.853.4600 or parks@meridian.mi.us to
learn about volunteer opportunities.

Boards & Commissions

Meridian Township residents have the opportunity to serve
on a board or commission. Whether your interests include
parks, business, planning, or other community priorities,
there is likely a board that aligns with your passion.

Scan the QR code to view the Public Service Application
Form.




Wieridian Conservation Corps

Sign up Today!

MCC is always welcoming
new volunteers!

Find the sign-up form and
learn more about us at
www.meridian.mi.us/MCC.

\]

2025 in Review:

Stewardship Success

622 hours of stewardship

415 total Corps members, with 67
new signups

10 educational events

36 species of invasive plants
managed

51 native plant species seeded
and transplanted

Invasive Species Strike Team

» 28 workdays & events devoted to
invasive removal & training
19 species of herbaceous invasives
managed
17 species of woody invasives
managed
15 preserves & 15 parks managed
for invasive species

Visit our website at
www.meridian.mi.us/Calendar for
dates and times of MCC's
stewardship events.

In all four seasons, the Meridian Conservation Corps
(MCCQ) is out in the community caring for our 1,700 acres of
parks and preserves.

MCC volunteers, most of whom are Meridian Township
residents, remove invasive species, pick up litter, collect
and sow native seeds, and transplant native species back
into our parks and preserves.

The MCC also leads educational programs on local flora
and fauna, as well as conservation.

M Stewardship Saturdays

Stewardship Saturdays occur

. every other Saturday from 9:30 am
to 12:00 pm at different locations.
Help the MCC restore habitat
across our parks and preserves!

R Weekday Warriors

| Weekday Warriors meet every
other Thursday from 1:00 pm to
3:00 pm at various locations. This
small but mighty group often works
8 on sensitive stewardship projects.




Paths Towards a Greener 2026
Recycle

For items not accepted curbside, Meridian Township

has a recycling center operated by Reclaimed by

Design (5976 E. Lake Drive, Haslett). The Green Team

also hosts two large recycling events each year.

Shop Local

Choosing locally grown foods promotes sustainable
farming and reduces emissions.

Mind the Waterways

Keep an eye on the storm drains in your roadways.
If they are clogged with leaves or debris, water can
flood and collect pollutants.

Food Scrap Recycling

The Green Meridian Team and Meridian Township
Farmers' Market have partnered to provide food
scrap recycling at the Market. The program is open
to all Meridian Township residents, market patrons,
and market vendors.

How it Works:

1.Payments are accepted quarterly ($15) or
annually ($50) by credit card online or by check
via mail or in person (2100 Gaylord C. Smith Ct,
Haslett).

2.0nce payment is submitted, visit the Market
and empty your container (limit 2 gallons/week)
of food waste into the green cart near the
restroom building.

Visit www.meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket
for more information. Scan the QR Code
to sign up and pay the fee.

b

I
2026 Green Event

April 25
* Spring Recycling Day
May 16

¢ Plant Native Meridian

June 20
* Energy Fair

July 18

e Green Fair

August 15

* Green Commuting

September 26

* Fall Electronics Recycling Day

Scan the QR code for
more information
about Green Meridian
events and how to get

involved.
"




Surrounded by 200 acres of forest and meadows, the
Harris Nature Center (HNC) is set on the banks of the Red
Cedar River. This setting provides opportunities for people
of all ages to explore trails, discover wildlife, and enjoy the
wondrous colors of nature each season.

To find and register for our programs, visit our website at
www.meridian.mi.us/HNC.

iy B - 2026 Events & Programs

Summer Day Camps Dogs and Coffee

Enjoy a guided morning walk in the woods
with your two best friends, dogs and coffeel

Enjoy a 1-day, 2-day, or 4-day
adventure at HNC! All camps are
nature-themed with an emphasis Campfire Programs

on conservation. Join the Harris Nature Center Naturalists around the
campfire for a fireside chat, s'mores, and a guided walk.

Scan the QR Code to

view the 2026 Day Night out in Nature for Kids

Camp Guide. Send your kids to HNC for a fun night of exploring trails,
W enjoying nature activities, and meeting live animals.
Rz

Chipmunk Story Time

Story time comes alive at the Harris Nature Center with
puppets Chicory Chipmunk and his animal friends.

2

" .

Gardening with Native Plants Classes

Make gardening easier with native plants! Learn how at
one of our classes.

Native Plant Sales

Enhance your gardens by shopping
at our native plant sales on May 2
and October 3!

Scan the QR Code to
learn more about
HNC's events and
programs!




Nokomis Cultural Heritage Center

Ih)

5153 Marsh Road, Okemos | S
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The Nokomis Cultural Heritage Center is an organization | JNU K i _,,L! it
dedicated to preserving the history, arts, culture, and | FAIIEE 5 liil"Ea‘ql-'rEl?C e
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and Potawatomi nations. The center fulfills this mission by ' B

hosting various programs, exhibitions, and special events.

Nokomis Cultural Heritage Center is open to the public:
e Thursdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
* Fridays and Saturdays from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Learn more at www.nokomis.org or call 517.349.5777.

Meridian Historical Village
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos

The Friends of Historic Meridian was established in 1974 to
create and sustain an active appreciation of local history.
A variety of community outreach and educational
programs are available off-site, on-site, and through in-
class programs designed to make history come alive.

Visit the picturesque village at Central Park, where historic
buildings are carefully restored, and enjoy the village
grounds and surrounding trails year-round.

To learn more or to contact the Friends of Historic
Meridian, visit www.meridianhistoricalvillage.org or call
517.347.7300.

Meridian Senior Center
4000 North Okemos Road, Okemos

The Meridian Senior Center was created to provide a
friendly and welcoming atmosphere for those aged 55
and over to gather and engage in programs and social
activities.

The Senior Center works to provide relevant programs and
services to meet the ever-changing lifestyle needs of older
persons throughout the community.

To learn more about upcoming events and current
programs, visit www.meridianseniorcenter.weebly.com or
call the Senior Center at 517.706.5045.




Discover flew Places

At One of Our 50 Parks and Land Preserves

AVE

PARK LAKE RD

MERIDIAN
TOWNSHIP

Pathways

O Land Preserves

O Farks

O, Ingham County Parks
» Lakes & Rivers

& Library
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Scan the QR
Code to view our
Parks Directory.

Meridian Township Parks

1.Nancy Moore Park
» Parks and Recreation Office
+ Small Dog Park

2.Central Park

Municipal Building
Public Safety Building
Meridian Historical Village
Nokomis Learning Center
Large Dog Park

3.Central Park South

4.Towner Road Park
S.Wonch Park
6.Ferguson Park

7.Harris Nature Center

8.Eastgate Park

9.Legg Park
10.Hartrick Park

11. Towar Park
12.Snell-Towar Rec Center
13.Hillbrook Park
14.Marshall Park

15.Ted Black Woods
16.North Meridian Road Park
17.0ttawa Hills Park
18.Red Cedar Natural Area
19.Cedar Bend Heights

20.Sander Farm Natural Area
2l.Forest Hills Park
22.Brattin Woods Park
23.Tacoma Hills Park
24.Schriener Park
25.0rlando Park
26.Indian Hills Park
27.Lake Lansing Marsh
28.Spengler Marsh
29.Newton Road Park
30.Marketplace on the Green

Meridian Township Land Preserves

A.Davis/Foster Preserve
B. Foster-Crouse Preserve
C. Hubbel Preserve

D. Kuzma Preserve

E. Lake Lansing North Preserve

F. Newman Equities Preserve
G. Towar Woods Preserve

H. Pike Crossing Preserve

|. Okemos Road Preserve
J.Sower Woods Preserve

K. Cornell Wetland Preserve
L.Heron Creek Preserve

M. Sumbal Preserve

N. Red Cedar Glen Preserve

O. Towner Wetland Preserve

P. Inter-Urban Wetland Preserve
Q. Red Cedar River East Preserve
R. Forest Grove Preserve

S. Glacial Ridge Preserve

T. Tank Wetland

U. Tihart Preserve

V. Mandenberg Woods

W. Ponderosa Preserve

X. Serafine Preserve

Y. Nemoke Preserve

Z. Sweetwood Oaks Preserve




To learn more about Meridian Townsgio. isit our website at www.meridian.mi.us
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Event Sponsorships Available!

Your logo could be on the back of the 2027 Prime
Meridian Magazinel!

Our Parks & Recreation Department offers
sponsorship packages for the entire year of events.
Scan the QR Code to view the 2026 Sponsorship
Booklet and learn how to apply.
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