CITY OF RICHLAND
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 10, 2026 – 6:00 P.M.
103 W. MAIN ST., RICHLAND, TEXAS 76681

1. Call to Order. Mayor Jay Tidwell called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. Mike Weempe led the invocation, and Mayor Jay Tidwell led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call. Council Members Caren Smith, Mike Weempe, and Justin Blair were present. Council Member James Hardin was absent. A quorum was established.
4. Public Comments. Eric Romo asked about the availability of a City Council seat.
5. Proposed Recreational Vehicle (RV) Park – Cory Smith. Cory Smith addressed the Council regarding a proposed RV park on FM 1394, referred to as “Richland RV Ranch,” and discussed tiny homes on the front lots. After discussion, the item was tabled and will be brought back to Council at a future meeting.
6. Police Report for August 2026. The Council received the Police Report for August 2026. Discussion included asking about the hiring of a new officer.
7. Minutes – August 13, 2026 Regular Council Meeting. Justin Blair made a motion to approve the minutes for the August 13, 2026 regular council meeting. Mike Weempe seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no.
8. Minutes – August 25, 2026 Special Called Meeting. Justin Blair made a motion to approve the minutes for the August 25, 2026 special called meeting. Caren Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no.
9. Financial Report for August 2026. Caren Smith made a motion to approve the Financial Report for August 2026. Justin Blair seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no.
10. Municipal Court Report for August 2026. The Council received the Municipal Court Report for Richland and Angus.
11. Water Department Report for August 2026. The Council received the Water Department Report.
12. Removal of “Civic Center” from City Building. Justin Blair made a motion to remove the designation “Civic Center” from the City Building. Caren Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no.
13. Discontinuing Rental of the Civic Center to the Public. Justin Blair made a motion to discontinue rental of the Civic Center to the public. Caren Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no.
14. Atmos Energy 2026 Rate Review Mechanism Resolution. Mike Weempe made a motion to accept the Resolution approving the negotiated settlement between the Atmos Cities Steering Committee (ACSC) and Atmos Energy Corporation, Mid-Tex Division, regarding the Company’s 2026 Rate Review Mechanism filing and authorizing the Mayor to execute necessary documents. Caren Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no.
15. Resolution Regarding City Expenditure Limits. Mike Weempe made a motion to approve the resolution authorizing the Mayor, City Secretary, Chief of Police, and Water Supervisor to make expenditures of up to $500 per month without prior City Council approval. Justin Blair seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no.
16. 2026 Property Tax Rate. Caren Smith made a motion to adopt the City of Richland 2026 property tax rate of $0.2102 per $100 valuation. Justin Blair seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no.
17. Information Technology (IT) Service Bids. Caren Smith made a motion to retain Switch Technology as the City’s IT service provider. Mike Weempe seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no.
18. National Night Out. The Council discussed the City of Richland’s participation in National Night Out. Ideas discussed included a bounce house, a movie in the park, popcorn, hot dogs, chips, drinks, dessert, and police handouts for children. Justin Blair made a motion to approve all items listed for National Night Out.  Mike Weempe seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no. 
19. Adjournment. Justin Blair made a motion to adjourn. Mike Weempe seconded the motion. Motion carried, 3 yes, 0 no. The meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

__________________________________
Jay Tidwell, Mayor
ATTEST:

__________________________________
Holli Bennett, City Administrator
